
Week Two:  November 12

u BIBLE LESSON:  Surprise! Be Prepared!

Scripture Text  — Matt. 25:1-13 – Parable of the Bridesmaids
Memory Verse — Matt. 25:13 (NRSV) – Keep awake therefore, for you know neither the day nor the hour.

u DISCUSSION
Ask the children:
Have you ever been to a surprise party?  What is important about throwing a surprise party? (you can’t 
tell the one having a birthday, you have to hide yourself, your cars, make sure you know the person will 
come to the party at the right time, etc.)

Jesus told a story of the importance of being ready.  He said, “Keep awake therefore, for you know 
neither the day nor the hour.” (Matt. 25:13 NRSV)  He was talking about the fact that one day Jesus will 
come again to earth.  And he will gather up his followers to be with him.  

So, how do we get ready for Jesus? Do you have any ideas? (come to church, read the bible, Sunday 
school, help others, etc.) Exactly! We practice being a follower of Jesus every day. You know, when you 
follow someone, you are going where they go, doing what they do. When we follow Jesus, and do what 
he teaches us in the Bible, we not only show our love for Jesus and others, we practice for the day He 
comes again. And we will be ready for the best surprise ever! 

u OBJECT LESSON/ACTIVITIES
Faith Interview (handout)

Every child that comes to Thornwell is given a faith interview to show the progress of their faith journey. 
Give each child a copy of the Thornwell Faith Interview. Ask them to take it home and do the interview 
with their parents and family, and have them record the child’s answers. Put the paper in a safe place. 
Then in a year, do the interview again to see how their answers have changed and how they’ve grown in 
their faith journey.

“Bee” Prepared (story follows)

Supplies Needed:
 • Stones/rocks - Bags of smooth river rocks are usually available at Dollar Tree and craft stores
 • Bright yellow, black and white acrylic paint – and small paint brushes
 • Clear acrylic spray sealer

Instructions:
Have the children paint a rock to resemble a bumble bee. Tell them they can keep the rock in their 
pocket as a reminder to always “bee” prepared for Jesus to return, and as a reminder that God will 
always “bee” with them.
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u BRIAN’S* STORY

Have you ever heard of a place called Thornwell? It is a safe 
place for children to live if their family cannot or will not take care 
of them. 

I’d like to tell you a true story about 16-year old Brian who was 
prepared.  Brian is very smart and good at basketball.  He 
lives at Thornwell because his mom is in jail and his dad is not 
around.  So, Brian and his brothers and sisters lived with their 
grandmother.

Because Brian missed his mom, he was angry at everyone. 
He got in trouble often and was failing all his classes at school.  That’s when Brian came to live at 
Thornwell.

At first, Brian hated living at Thornwell. He did everything he could think of to get kicked out!  But the 
Family Teachers at Thornwell loved him anyway.  This is kind of like how your mom or dad love you no 
matter what, right?  

Once Brian knew that everyone loved him no matter what, he started doing better.  He got into trouble 
less often and stopped being angry all the time.  He began getting straight A’s in school and began 
working on the farm at Thornwell.  Brian still misses his mom, but he knows he has a new family that 
loves him!

At a youth group meeting one day, the kids had been asked to bring something that they love to 
the meeting. The director went around the room asking each one to show and tell about what they 
brought. Some brought stuffed animals. One brought Cheetos.

When it was Brian’s turn, he slowly reached into his pocket and pulled out a rock that had been painted 
like a bumble bee. Some of the kids laughed when they saw it.

Brian explained, “I made this for my mom when I was in elementary school, but I never got a chance to 
give it to her.”

Even though he has experienced a lot of hurt over the years, Brian learned at Thornwell that God will 
always be with him. Brian held onto that stone like he held onto hope of one day giving it to his mother. 
By keeping it with him, he is always prepared if he gets a chance to see her again. And we also should 
always be prepared for when Jesus comes again.

u PRAYER
Dear God, thank you for sending your son Jesus to show us the way in life.  Help us to always be 
prepared by spending time in Bible study, prayer and worship.  In Jesus’ name we pray, Amen.

*Brian’s name has been changed to protect his family’s privacy, but his story is very real!



Thornwell Faith Interview
Every child that comes to Thornwell is given a faith interview to show the progress of their faith journey. 
Do this interview with your parents and family. Have them record your answers. Then in a year, do the interview 
again. Have your answers changed? How have you grown?

 1. Who is God? What can you tell me about God? What is God like?

 2. Who is Jesus? What can you tell me about Jesus? What is Jesus like?

 3. How did you find out about God? Who told you?

 4. What do you think God thinks about you?

 5. Do you ever pray? When and how often?

 6. What do you know about the Bible?

 7. When do you feel closest to God?

 8. Who has told you the most about God?

 9. Who has been there for you when you needed them?


